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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. In claim 1 , applicant has disclosed an article of furniture in the preamble and then 
recites a stepped stool as the invention in the remaining claims. Applicant must clarify, i.e., "An 
article of furniture comprising a stepped school". In claims, 3-4, the phrase "defined in the 
residential building codes", renders the claims indefinite as the applicant must clarify and 
explicitly recite the code and year (of adoption/enforcement) in order to properly rely on such for 
definition. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United Slates. 

4. Claims 1 -8 as best understood are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Santa Cruz et al. Santa Cruz et al. shows the use of an article of furniture comprising a 
stepped stool (10) having a pair of side frames (see Fig. 4) supporting a seat (15) and a footrest 
(14). The footrest is further strengthened by cross braces (20,30). Santa Cruz et al.. further 
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discloses that the stepped stool is made from wood, metal, plastic and with the use of screws (see 
col. 2. liens 30 and 59) where the footrest may be adjusted in a vertical manner depending where 
it is locked along the recess in the side frames. 

5. Claims 1-7, and 9 as best understood are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kneier (2002/0060491). Kneier shows the use of an article of furniture 
comprising a stepped stool (10) having a pair of side frames (14) supporting a seat (10) and a 
footrest ( 1 2). The footrest is further strengthened by cross braces (30,32). Kneier, further*' 
discloses that the stepped stool is made from wood, metal, plastic and with the use of screws (see 
pg. 3, paragraph 47) and includes armrests (58,60). 

6. Claims 10-12 are as best understood are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Whiteside et al. Whiteside et al shows the use of an article of furniture 
comprising a stepped stool (10) having telescoping legs (17,24) which support a seat (51) and a 
footrest (29). Whiteside et al., further shows that the stepped stool is made metal, and the legs 
have a plurality of holes (27) and locking pins (28,31). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Reference Nos. 2,658,640, 4,727,958 and 6,957,718 show features of the claimed 
invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony D. Barfield whose telephone number is 571-272-6852. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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